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he only pauses to salute it by his downcast eyes and
raised arms. If a father or mother see their son fail
in the performance of this ceremony, they will
punish him immediately with repeated blows of a
stick.

Such are the ceremonies of the Natckez Savages
with regard to their Religion. Those of marriage
are very simple. When a young man thinks of
marrying he has only to address himself to the father
of the girl, or if she have none, to her eldest brother,
and they agree on the price, which he pays in skins
or merchandise. When a girl has even lived a licen-
tious life, they make no difficulty in receiving her,
if there is the least idea that she will change her
conduct when she is married. Neither do they
trouble themselves as to what family she belongs,
provided that she pleases them. As to the relatives
of the girl, their only care is to inform themselves
whether he who asks her is an able hunter, a good
warrior, and an excellent workman. These quali-
ties diminish the price which they have a right to
ask on the marriage.

When the parties have agreed, the future hus-
band goes to the chase with his friends; and when
he has sufficient either of game or of fish, to feast
the two families who have contracted the alliance,
they assemble at the house of the parents of the girl.
They particularly serve the newly married pair, who
eat from the same dish. The repast being ended,
the bridegroom smokes the calumet toward the
parents of his wife, and then toward his own parents,
after which all the guests retire. The newly married
people remain together until the next day, and then
the husband conducts his wife to the residence of



